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A MESSAGE FROM THE STAFF  

 
As you know, the 4 -H program offers youth, volunteers and families numerous benefits 

and we are committed to continuing a top quality program.  The 4 -H program is like a large 

family and we know that through difficult times we all can count on each other.  With the 

current economic situation, we are finding that as a staff, our responsibilities and our 

time commitments to the program have increased.  Therefore, we are finding that our 

òhome and familyó time is even more precious.  Although, we often respond to emails or 

phone calls at night or on weekends we are moving toward limiting those communications 

to our working hours.  We thank you in advance for your cooperation and understanding!  
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The Cloverleaf  
         HOWARD COUNTY * 3300 NORTH RIDGE ROAD* SUITE 240 * ELLICOTT CITY, MARYLAND * 21043 * (410)313-2707   

                       4- H DAY IN ANNAPOLIS  

 

Come spend this Presidentõs Day,  Monday, February 15th ,  

with other Maryland 4 -Hõers and volunteers as we tour our 

State Capitol.  This annual event has you  meeting with  

Maryland legislators who will share information about how a 

bill becomes law in  Maryland while meeting new friends. 

Also, listen as various government officials   describe their role and also how we as  

citizens can become more involved in our state government.  If interested in learning 

more about Maryland and our state  government, and your role as a citizen of Maryland, 

then this program is for YOU!  To date we do not have an adult volunteer to run 
this event. Please note, without one, this event can not take place .  If you are   

interested in helping to lead the Howard County 4 -H delegation,  please contact Maria 

Gordon as soon as possible.  If you would like to attend this tour, please contact Maria 

Gordon at mgordon@umd.edu or 410 -313-1906 no later than Friday, February 5th .   

 

BASKET BINGO 7 

4-H CAMP 8 



T- SHIRT DESIGN 

CONTEST  
 

     Have you seen the last 

few designs our t -shirt  

 winners have created?  

Would you like to be one of 

them? The 4 -H team is  

looking for someone to    

design the front of the        

t -shirt worn by all members 

and volunteers.  Please    

submit a black and white     

computer generated design 

that includes the official     

4-H clover. The person who       

creates the selected t -shirt 

design will be awarded $50.  

If you have any questions, 

please contact Sheryl at  

410-313-1912 or 

sherylb@umd.edu.   

All t -shirt designs are due 

no later than  

Friday, April 30th . 
 

            SHARE YOUR TALENT FOR OUR VOLUTEERS  

Hey 4 -Hõers do you have a talent you would like to share when we 

celebrate our volunteers at the annual Volunteer Dinner on Saturday, 

March 20th? If a 4 -H member or group of 4 -H members would like to  

provide entertainment, please contact Maria Gordon at 410 -313-1906 

or by email at mgordon@umd.edu.  

2010 COMMUNICATIONS CONTEST  
 
The Communications Contest is scheduled for  Saturday, March 27th  at the Howard 

County UME Office. This is an opportunity to come 

out and give a speech!  There are four categories 

you can participate in: Extemporaneous, Prepared, 

Radio Spot, and Interpretations. All first year       

4-Hõers and Clovers are invited to come out and do 

the 4 -H Pledge.  Champions will go on to the State competition this year. Registration 

forms will be due Friday, March 12th .  Forms, rules, and guidelines will be available 

on our 4 -H website soon.  Mark your calendars now!    
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4- H VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION DINNER  

Howard County 4 -H Clubs will recognize their 4 -H Volunteers for their years of   

dedicated service on Saturday, March 20th at the Lisbon Fire Hall.  We are  

looking for donations of door prizes for these hard working and dedicated            

volunteers.  If you can provide some type of door prize contact Maria Gordon at   

410-313-1906 or via email at mgordon@umd.edu. Donated door prizes will need to be  

delivered to the 4 -H Office on Thursday, March 18th or brought to the event on 

March 20th.   

HOWARD COUNTY 4 - H T - SHIRTS   
 

Back another year by popular demand!! The process has begun again 

and we are in the process of  planning for the 2010 4 -H  t -shirts all 

Howard County 4 -Hõers receive to wear at the Howard County Fair.  

In the back of this monthõs Cloverleaf, please find the sponsorship 

form.  If you know of a business, and or organization that may be    

interested, please pass along the letter and form enclosed.  4 -H Clubs can be sponsors 

too!! Additional forms can be found on our website www.howard4-h.org. We are                

anticipating great success so all our 4 -Hõers have a t-shirt at no cost!   

2010 HEALTHY   

LIFESTYLES AND  

VISUAL   

PRESENTATION  
 

Healthy Lifestyles and  

Visual Presentations will be 

held together again this   

year on Saturday, April 

10th at 9:00 a.m .  It will 

be held at  the Howard  

County Fairgrounds.   

Registration forms,  

 Healthy Lifestyle posters, 

and menus will be due to  

the UME office  by  

Friday, March 22th . This is  

a great opportunity  to   

 come out and participate  

in a county event!  

mailto:sherylb@umd.edu
http://www.howard4-h.org/


SOME EXTCITING NEWSé. 

 ROBOTICS IS COMING TO HOWARD COUNTY 4 - H! 
 

That right!!  This exciting and incredibly sought after program will be 

coming to Howard County.  The Robotics Program is ògearedó to      

introduce, enhance, and re -enforce key concepts in science,          

technology, engineering, and mathematics.  Youth will  develop life 

skills of visual reasoning, problem solving, teamwork, cooperation, and self -discipline 

as they build robotic creations.  There are robotic creations for every age level from 

8-18. Youth learn to build structurally sound LEGO Robots as well as how to program 

these      robots. We are currently working to secure funding and to organize a 

òspecial interestó 4-H club that will focus completely on robotics.  In order for this 

program to run successfully, we will need volunteers to assist with 

paperwork, working with youth, etc.  If you are an adult and           

interested in helping with this program, please contact Sheryl      

Bennett at  410 -313-1912 or at sherylb@umd.edu or Chris Rein at  

410-313-1915 or at crein@umd.edu.  
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INCLEMENT 

WEATHER 
 

SCHOOLS CLOSED   

When schools are closed 

ALL 4-H programs are  

canceled.  This includes 

closing early due to  

 inclement weather.  

  

SNOW  

EMERGENCY 

PLAN    

 

If a Snow Emergency Plan 

for Howard County is in 

effect at 7:00 a.m. on   

either Saturday or Sunday, 

ALL programs and           

activities, 4 -H, school  

and community, will be    

canceled.  Should the Plan 

go into effect after 7:00 

a.m., programs in progress 

may be completed at  the 

discretion of the  

activity leader . 

  

  UME CLOSEDé. 
 

In observance of  

Presidents Day,   

the Howard County  

 UME Office  

  will be closed on  

Monday, February 15th.  

   4- H CLUB EMAIL ADDRESSES  
      

All our Howard County 4 -H clubs have  email addresses.  If you need to contact your 

club leader or any other 4 -H club leader, please do so at your convenience.  

     

  Beef Club    beef@howard4 -h.org 

  Bulls Eye   bullseye@howard4 -h.org 

  Busy Bees   busybees@howard4-h.org 

  Cabin Branch   cabinbranch@howard4 -h.org 

  Centaurs   centaurs@howard4 -h.org 

  Dairy     dairy@howard4 -h.org 

  Daisy    daisy@howard4-h.org 

  Dayton    dayton@howard4 -h.org 

  Dayton Clovers    daytonclovers@howard4 -h.org 

  Goat    goat@howard4 -h.org 

  Happy Hounds   happyhounds@howard4-h.org 

  Hare Raisers    hareraisers@howard4 -h.org 

  Horizon    horizon@howard4 -h.org 

  Horizon Clovers   horizonclovers@howard4 -h.org 

  Livestock Clovers   livestockclovers@howard4 -h.org 

  Kids    kids@howard4 -h.org 

  North Laurel Leaders   northlaurelleaders@howard4 -h.org 

  Patapsco Valley   patapscovalley@howard4 -h.org 

  Poplar    poplar@howard4 -h.org 

  Spotlight    spotlight@howard4 -h.org 

  Spur & Stirrup    spurandstirrup@howard4 -h.org 

  Sunshine 4-H & Clovers sunshine@howard4-h.org 

  Unity Ag & Clovers   unityag@howard4 -h.org 

  West Friendship   westfriendship@howard4 -h.org 
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QUALITY ASSURANCE   

 
Sheryl is currently working with the state program to create an online Quality                 

Assurance Training.  Howard County will be a test pilot county for 2010, therefore,    

4-Hõers will be taking the Quality Assurance Training online.  As plans are finalized, all  

4-Hõers enrolled in beef, sheep, swine, goat, horse, rabbit and poultry will be receiving 

detailed information.  

2010 MARKET LIVESTOCK RATE - OF- GAIN PROGRAM  

Market Livestock (beef steers, market lambs, market pigs, and market goats) must 

gain a certain amount of weight per day to show in market classes at the 2010 

Howard County Fair.  Weight gain per day is calculated from weigh -in/tag day to 

weigh-in at the County Fair. There are several weight check days scheduled at the 

fairgrounds scale for 4 -Hõers to check market animalsõ weight. Dates are listed in 

the 4 -H calendar.  
 Beef  -  2.0  pounds of gain per day  

 Sheep -  .40 pounds of gain per day  

 Swine - 1.5   pounds of gain per day  

 Goat -    .20 pounds of gain per day  

BEEF FIELD    DAY 

 
Mark your calendar now!  

The Howard County          

4-H Beef Field Day is 

scheduled for Saturday, 

April 24th .  It will be held 

at the Howard County  

Fairgrounds. It is        

mandatory that all           

4-Hõers carrying a beef 

project attend and exhibit 

one animal at this event.  

If you have a conflict, 

please contact Sheryl 

ASAP at 410 -313-1912 or 

sherylb@umd.edu.   
 

MARKET        

LIVESTOCK TAG      

REPLACEMENT 
 

Each   year   we   have  

market animals that lose 

their ear tags. This  

creates a challenge  

re -tagging the right  

animals.  Animals need to 

be housed and handled so 

they do not lose their   

tags.  Replacement tags 

will cost $10.00 each.  

Animals will be  

re -tagged at weight 

checks.  Please notify 

Sheryl Bennett at         

410-313-1912 or by email 

at sherylb@ume.edu  if 

you have an animal that 

loses at tag.  

LIVESTOCK SKILLATHON PRACTICES  
      

Whether you carry a livestock project or not, Livestock Skillathon is a great way to 

work with other 4 -Hõers and learn  information about livestock.  Practices will be held 

in the Dining Hall at the Howard County Fairgrounds.  The 2010 practices have begun  

scheduled for every Wednesday evening at 7:00 p.m. through March 3rd. All      

4-Hõers who wish to further the experience, are invited to compete at the state 

contest on Saturday, March 6th .  You are welcome to attend practices even if you do 

not wish to compete at the state contest.  Please register with Maria Gordon at       

410-313-1906 or at mgordon@umd.edu to ensure your spot in these sessions.  When 
registering, please provide your name, your age, the name of your club, a contact 
phone number, and a contact email.   

LIVESTOCK AND HORSE VOLUNTEER FORUM  
 

The 2010 Maryland 4 - H Animal Science Leaders Forum  is scheduled for Saturday, 

February 20, 2010  at Patuxent Research Refuge (National Wildlife Visitor Center) in 

Laurel, MD.   This forum will provide an excellent opportunity for volunteers, teen 

(ages 14-18), and UME staff to gain knowledge and skills in various animal science   

topics. We will also use this time to discuss updates and upcoming events in the 4 -H 

Animal Science Program for the next year.  If you are interested in attending, more 

information will be posted on our county website on the front page.  There will be 

scholarships available for Howard County 4 -H Volunteers.  Contact Sheryl at          

410-313-1912 or by email at sherylb@umd.edu if you would like a scholarship.  



ENROLLMENT GOALS  
 

The beginning of a new year 

is always an exciting time 

with resolutions and goals for 

the new year.  The Howard 

County 4-H program has set a 

new goal for 2010 as well.  

After meeting with the 

State 4 -H Program Leader, 

Dr. Jeff Howard, Howard 

County 4-H is working to have 

100 new members join our 

program in 2010.  This goal 

will be very attainable with 

everyone working together.  

Based on the 2009            

enrollments, if every club  

has 4 new  members join, we 

would reach and surpass this 

goal!  So...how can we reach 

this goal?  Read on... 
 

 4-Hõers sharing their  

experiences with others 

is a great way to spread 

the word.  

Publish a news article in 

the local newspaper.  

There are several   

Patuxent Publishing  

newspapers in Howard 

County.  Your club        

reporter should be     

submitting news articles 

periodically throughout 

the year.   

Select one or two schools 

and ask if your club could 

set up a table or make a 

short presentation at a 

PTA meeting, Back to 

School Night, etc.   

Create informational   

fliers and post at local 

establishments including 

banks, restaurants,     

library, post office,   

community center, etc.  
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HORSEMANSHIP STANDARDS  

 
The State 4 -H program has been working to make some adjustments 

to the Horsemanship Standards and how they are implemented. There 

will be a few changes for 2010.  One of the most significant changes 

will involve the written tests. There have been revisions to make the 

tests more age appropriate and with more understandable language.  

Several other changes will be announced shortly. All 4 -H members  

enrolled in the horse project will receive detailed information        

regarding the changes.   

 HAPPY HOUNDS CLUB  

 
The Happy Hounds Club is beginning registrations for the 2010  Canine Obedience  

and Fitting  and Showing classes.  These sessions will be held at the Howard County 

Fairgrounds in the Sheep and Goat Building. These 8 week classes will start   

Thursday, March 18th and will end on Thursday, May 13th    

            (3/18,3/25,4/1,4/8,4/15,4/22, 5/6,5/13)  

 

Interested 4 -H members may contact Sue Schuster  at (410)290 ð8004 . Registration 

forms are available on the 4 -H web site at:  www.howard4-h.org. Space is limited so 

send in your registration forms as soon as possible.    

  

Beginner Classes : For any one who has not taken beginner obedience classes be-

fore.  (Experience of the dog is not the determining factor, we teach handlers 

how to train their dogs.) These classes will run from 6:30 p.m. ñ7:30 p.m.  The  

Beginner Fitting and Showing Classes will run from 7:30 p.m. ñ8:30 p.m.  You may 

choose to take either class or both.   

 

Advanced Classes : For any handlers who have had beginner obedience classes with 

Happy Hounds.  (Experience of the dog is not the determining factor, we teach 

handlers how to train their dogs.) Advanced Fitting and Showing Classes will run 

from 6:30 p.m. ñ7:30 p.m.  Advanced Obedience Classes will run from 7:30 p.m. ñ

8:30 p.m.  You may choose to take either class or both.  

 

Classes are free for all Happy Hound members if you have been a member  

for three months prior to April 1st.  Non -members may take one or both classes  

offered for $25.00 each.  Space is limited!!  All forms are due by Tuesday,  

March 2nd.  

 

DOG IDENTIFICATION CARDS  

 

The  Dog Identification Card is available at our 4 -H office.  This form, as well  

as Vaccination Records, and a county dog license MUST  be mailed in with  

your registration form.   
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COVER DESIGN   

CONTEST  

The Howard County Fashion 

Revue will be having its     

annual program cover contest 

and will be recognizing the 

top design at the Revue.  

Create a design depicting our 

theme for the program 

cover.  The theme for this 

yearõs Fashion Revue will be 

òStyle In The Cityó.  

The design can be in color or 

black and white. The design 

should be completed on a half 

sheet of  8 įó by 11" white 

paper.  The designs  are  due  

to  the UME 4 -H office   

NO LATER  than  

Monday,  April 19th.  

 
 

MODELING       

WORKSHOP 

  Hey all 4 -Hõers interested  

in participating the  

2010 Modeling Workshop,  

the date, time, and location 

will be announced shortly.  

Keep on the look out!  

              FASHION REVUE  

The First Fashion Revue had a very successful planning meeting on 

January 17th. Once again the 2010 Howard County 4 -H  Fashion 

Revue will be held in two sessions . Judging will take place on      

Friday, June 4th at 3 p.m. and the Fashion Show will be held 

Saturday, June 5th at 7:30 p.m. These events will both be 

hosted at  Glenwood Community Center. The theme for this  yearõs Fashion Revue 

will be òStyle In The Cityó. The rules and regulations, classes,  guidelines, and   

entry forms will soon be posted on our  4 -H web site at www.howard4-h.org.  Please 

read them carefully!  Entries are due in the UME Office by Monday, April 19th .  

NO LATE ENTRIES .  Forms must be complete and include a narration and swatch 

of fabric.  Any 4 -Hõer wishing to help the day of judging etc., should contact Chris 

Rein at 410 -313-1915 or at crein@umd.edu.  

  

                Congratulation Kelly James!  She will return as the          

         Chairperson for the 2010 Fashion Revue.  

 

SENIORS:  Please indicate what category you will be entering garments (categories 

listed with rules and regulations). We would like to have all categories represented 

this year.  

 * Narrators will go through a selection process . 

WHEREõS THE ANSWER?? 
 

 General Enrollment :  Rick Hodiak  Workshop Registrations : Maria Gordon  

 

 Animal Science : Sheryl Bennett  Human Science: Chris Rein 

 

 Camp: Karen Buchsbaum  Publications:  Maria Gordon  

 

 Cloverleaf:    Maria Gordon   Changes to Enrollments :  Rick Hodiak  

HOWARD COUNTY 4 - H ALL STAR 2010 BASKET 

BINGO  

 
The Howard County 4 -H All Stars are currently planning the 2010 Basket 

Bingo Fundraiser.  It is scheduled for Friday, March 26th at the Mount 

Airy Volunteer Fire Department Activities Building.  4 -H All Stars   

sponsor many  4-H awards and activities throughout our county. Please 

help to support this great organization.  If you would like to make a    

donation for the fundraiser or would like tickets, please contact Marjie 

Eyler 301 -829 -1449 or Martin Hamilton at 410 -489 -6258.  Look for the 

4-H All Star Basket Bingo Flyer in the back of this monthõs Cloverleaf.   
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2010 4 - H CAMP 
 
Howard County 4 -H Camp is a one-week residential camp,  located 

in  beautiful  Garrett County Maryland, at the 1,100 acre Western 

Maryland 4 -H Education Center http://garrett.umd.edu/Western%

20MD%204 -H%20Education%20Center/index.cfm  

This ACA accredited camp will now be held from Sunday, June 

27th -  Saturday,  July 3rd. (Please note the date change to accommodate the 

inclement weather school make - up days for Howard County.) All youth, ages 8     

(as of January 1, 2010) through 13, are welcome to apply. Applications will be available 

online in mid-February at www.howard4-h.org.  

The $375 fee, due with the application,  includes transportation to and from camp and  

room and board for 6 nights. Camper activities include: crafts, canoeing, swimming, 

hiking, archery, sports, nature class, candle -making, riflery, campfires, talent show,  a 

one-night rustic camping opportunity, all in a natural outdoor setting.   Parents and 

campers are required to attend the upcoming orientation being held in May  at the 

Howard County Fairgrounds.  Registration forms are accepted on a first come, first 

serve basis.  Please keep in mind 4 -H members will received preferred status prior to 

Monday, April 5th .  After that date, it will be open to all youth (ages 8 -13) and  

placement will continue until spaces are filled.  TRY NOT TO WAIT UNTIL THE 

DEADLINE, SPACE GOES FAST!!  

After the camp registration deadline passes, additional information will be mailed to 

all applicants regarding their acceptance to camp. Need -based scholarships are       

available for those who qualify. For more information, please  contact Karen Buchsbaum 

at 410 -313-2710 or by email at kbuchsba@umd.edu.   

  

FAIRGROUNDS ADVISORY  

4-H has the benefit and privilege of using the Howard County Fairgrounds free or at a 

reduced cost. The Fairgrounds is becoming busier and busier. Frequently there are   

multiple events going on. These are PAYING  events and help support the Fair and the 

upkeep of the grounds. We need your cooperation to please be respectful of other 

groups using the grounds. If you are stopped at the gate, identify yourself as a 4 -Hõer 

attending òXYZó 4-H event.  If you are on the grounds for a  4 -H event and did not pay 

to enter the other scheduled events, you are not entitled to attend the non -4-H events 

without paying the admission charge.   Character Counts!  Do the right thing!!!!  

 

4-H groups may hold monthly meetings prescheduled at no charge.  Fund raisers and 

award banquets will incur a rental charge.  If you should cancel a meeting or activity, 

YOU MUST  notify Mr. Mettee at 410 -442 -1022, prior to the meeting.  If no one  

answers, PLEASE LEAVE A MESSAGE! Thank you for your cooperation .  

Special Events  

Volunteer  

Coordinators Needed  

 
 

 

 

 

There have been many 

changes in our staffing       

responsibilities, therefore, we 

are looking to make some 

changes to our programming.  

We are interested in having 

some of our volunteers       

become coordinators or        

co-coordinators of several 

special events held throughout 

the year.  If you or someone 

you know is interested in 

learning more about the 

events listed below, please  

contact Sheryl at 

sherylb@umd.edu or Chris at 

crein@umd.edu.  Training and 

information will be provided. 

Thanks for your support!  

 

Winter Craft Day  

Summer Craft Day  

Officer Training  

Record Book Training  

Sewing Workshops  

Market Swine Workshop  

Howard County Fair  

      Special Awards  

Achievement Night  

      Special Awards  

Consumer Judging  

       

http://garrett.umd.edu/Western%20MD%204-H%20Education%20Center/index.cfm
http://garrett.umd.edu/Western%20MD%204-H%20Education%20Center/index.cfm
mailto:kbuchsba@umd.edu


 

Basket Bingo  
 To benefit the Howard County 4-H All Stars 

 

  Friday, March 26, 2010 
   20 Regular Games, 4 Specials and 3 Raffles 

 ALL BASKETS WILL BE FILLED  
 

Doors Open at 5:30 p.m. 

Bingo Starts at 7:00 p.m. 
Food will be available! 

 

Location: 
 Mt. Airy Firemanôs Activity Building 

Twin Arch Road, Mt. Airy, MD 21771 
 

        Ticket prices:   $15 in advance  

          $18 at the door 
 

For Tickets Call:   

Marjie at 301-829-1449 

Martin at 410-489-6258 
 

 

Longaberger® and the other basket collection items are the property of the Longaberger® Company.  This bingo party is in no 

way connected with, nor is it approved or sponsored by the Longaberger® Company.  The name is used to describe the prizes 

that were purchased. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is the policy of University of Maryland  Extension that no person shall be subjected to discrimination on the grounds of r ace, color, gender, religion, national origin, 

sexual orientation, age, marital or parental status, or disability.  


