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REGISTRATION FOR WORKSHOP SESSIONS 

 
Over the past year, we have encountered difficulties with the number of members and 

volunteers who do not pre-register for meetings, workshops and trainings offered within 

our program.  There are greater numbers of people who attend than are registered. This 

causes problems such as not enough materials, not enough instructors, longer training  

sessions, and the inability to notify people of cancellations.  It is very important to      

register with the proper individuals prior to each workshop or training.  We strive to    

give each 4-H member and their families adequate notification of such events. Events  

requiring registration must be followed to ensure high quality and ample instruction.  If      
individuals do not register for such sessions, please be advised there is a great 
probability there will not be enough materials available and they may run the risk of  
not be admitted to the session. This could prove unfortunate, especially for the   
―one time only‖ or ―mandatory‖ sessions.  If there are not at least 5 or more individuals    

registered, sessions will be cancelled and only those who registered will be notified.  Our 

goal is to ensure each 4-H member and volunteer receives the very best education and 

training possible. Everyone here at the University of Maryland Extension Howard County 

office want to make certain everyone has a successful and enjoyable experience with    

our 4-H program.  We look forward to your cooperation regarding all requests for        

future registrations and would like to thank everyone for all that is done òto make the 
best  betteró  in our Howard County 4-H Program.  

HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND EXTENSION 
 

Looking back, there were so many wonderful and successful events, like the Volunteer 

Dinner, Fashion Revue, Livestock Skillathon, Achievement Night and of course the Howard 

County Fair.  Each event could not have turned out as successfully if it was not for the 

unbelievable dedication of each and every one of you.  Our staff knows one thing is      

certain, the volunteers, members, and the families of the Howard County 4-H are second 

to none!!  We also wanted to show off our new look and new name.  We are now known as 

University of Maryland Extension. What a great way to bring in a new name with the new 

year.  Everyone here from University of Maryland Extension Howard County 4-H sends 

our best wishes for a happy holiday season and a wonderful 2010! 

The Cloverleaf  
         HOWARD COUNTY  3300 NORTH RIDGE ROAD, SUITE 240   ELLICOTT CITY, MARYLAND 21043  (410)313-2707   
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HOWARD COUNTY 

UME OFFICE  

HOLIDAY CLOSURES 
 

The Howard County  

Extension Office will be 

closed on the following 

dates: 

 

 
          November: 

 

Wednesday, November 25th

ð Furlough Day 

Thursday, November 26th 

and Friday, November 27th 

Thanksgiving Holiday 

 
 

December: 
 

Wednesday, 

 December 23rd  

 &  

Thursday,  

December 24thñ 

Furlough Days 

 

Friday, December 25, 2009- 

January 3rd, 2010  

Office closed 

 

January: 
 

 Office re-opens on Monday 

January 4th, 2010 

 
Friday, January 15th-

Furlough Day 

 

Monday, January 18th ð

Observance of Martin  

Luther King, Jr.  

Holiday.  

 

SENIOR PORTFOLIOS 
  

ATTENTION all senior 4-Hõers.  It is time to begin thinking about applying for Out of 

State Trips.  These are wonderful and rewarding opportunities for senior 4-H 

members.  They are òonce in a lifetimeó experiences!  Please consider submitting your 

senior portfolio by Monday, January 11th to our Howard County Extension Office.  
  Essay Theme: ―What are the three most important life skills you have developed 

through 4-H involvement and why?‖ 

Criteria for the essay:1.) Length ð no more than two pages. 2.) Double spaced margins. 

3.) No less than 1 inch Font Size. 4.) No less than 12 pt. 5.) Font type - Times New 

Roman. 6.) For some life skills suggestions 7.) Please refer to the Targeting Life Skills 

Model.  If you have questions, please contact Sheryl at 410-313-1912 or 

sherylb@umd.edu.  Specific information about the portfolios can be found at http://

ww.maryland4h.org/Faculty%20and%20Staff/Awards%20and%20Recognition/

index.cfm or on our web site at www.howard4-h.org. 

FASHION REVUE 

 

The 2010 4-H Fashion Revue Planning Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, January 

14th at 7:00 p.m. The meeting will take place in the Dining Hall at the Howard 

County Fairgrounds.  Any 4-Hõer carrying the Clothing or Fashion Revue projects may 

participate in the Fashion Revue Show.  There are several other opportunities for      

4-Hõers carrying Theater Arts or Public Speaking to help out with the show.           

Sub-committees, such as Food, Narrations, Decorations, and Entertainment  will be in 

need of assistance for the showõs continued success. Be on the lookout for the 

location, date, and time of the 2010 Fashion Revue in future issues of the Cloverleaf.   

     IT’S TIME FOR 4-H ENROLLMENT!!!! 
 

Yes, it is that time of the year again!  Organizational club leaders have your 2010   

enrollment forms, and they need to be completed at your October or November club  

meeting. If you miss the meeting when these forms are to be completed, you MUST 

make arrangements with your leader, and NOT the 4-H Office to have these forms 

reviewed. This is very important because your leader must review the forms before 

they are  submitted to our office.   

     VOLUNTEER ENROLLMENT ANNUAL REVIEW TIME!!!! 
 

Enrollment and annual review forms have been given to Organizational Leaders. The 

2010 forms should be returned to the office by Monday,  December 1, 2009.  Forms 

have been mailed to general volunteers not affiliated with any club.  It is very 

important that these forms be completed and returned by the above due date. 

Volunteers whose forms are not returned will be placed in an inactive status, meaning 

you will stop receiving important information through emails or postal mailings. 

PLEASE BE PROMPT. We appreciate all of our volunteers. Thanks for all you do 

for our program! 

mailto:sherylb@umd.edu


  RECORD BOOK INFORMATION! 
 

CLOVER BOOKS - Clovers have a special Clover Report Form for their record book.  

All forms are on the web. 

 

JUNIOR/INTERMEDIATE BOOKS -Information on how to do a book, complete the 

Summary Form and Project Records are on the web. 

 

SENIOR BOOKS - All seniors will have to complete a resume and essay as part of 

their record book.  All information is on the web. 

 

Skill Level Books for all projects will be due to your club leader for all age levels, 

along with your record book and will be reviewed and returned immediately, so you may 

continue working from them.   

 

Summary Report Form that goes into the record book is the same for Juniors and 

Seniors.  This form is used to record all years in 4-H.  All of your past summary 

records not on the present form are to be placed in the book so we can see your 

progress. These will also be available at the workshops. 

 

Record books are due to the County Office no later than  

  February 1st.  Remember your book will need to be turned in to 

your club leader first so check with your club to verify the due date. 
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     MANDATORY OFFICER TRAINING 
 

The 2010 Officer Training Workshop is tentatively scheduled for Friday, January 

22nd. Please keep this mandatory workshop date in mind. Please register with Maria 

Gordon at 410-313-1906 or at mgordon@umd.edu to ensure your spot in the session.  

When registering, please provide your name, your age, the name of your club, a contact 

phone number, and a contact email.  More information will be forthcoming on the exact 

time and location.   

2010 CALENDAR 
 

The 4-H staff is in the 

process of confirming 

dates for the 2010 4-H 

Google calendar.  Once the 

calendar has been updated 

and finalized, it will be 

placed on the Google site 

which can be easily       

accessed from our Howard 

County website at 

www.howard4-h.org.   

         WINTERFARE  DAY 
 

Hey 4-Hõers, want to have some fun on a cold winterõs 

day? Come to the Winterfare Day on Tuesday, December 

29th, at the Howard County Fairgrounds in the Dining 

Hall. This workshop, was a HUGE success last year and was enjoyed by all the         

attendees. There will be new and creative crafts for all   4-Hõers to do.  This is a 

great way to complete a craft project for the Fair or just to let your artistic side 

shine. This is a full day event from 9:00 a.m.ð 4:00 p.m.  Lunch will be  provided.    

Registration will be due by Monday, December 14th or until the workshop is full! 

To participate, please contact Maria Gordon at mgordon@umd.edu or  at 410-313-1906 

to obtain a registration form. This workshop does fill up very fast so make sure you 

sign up soon! 

INCLEMENT 

WEATHER 
 

SCHOOLS CLOSED  

 

When schools are closed. 

ALL 4-H programs are  

canceled.  This includes 

closing early due to       

inclement weather.  

  

SNOW  

EMERGENCY 

PLAN    

 

If a Snow Emergency Plan 

for Howard County is in 

effect at 7:00 a.m. on   

either Saturday or Sunday, 

ALL programs and         

activities, 4-H, school  

and community will be   

canceled.  Should the     

Plan go into effect after  

7:00 a.m., programs in   

progress may be completed 

at  the discretion of the 

activity leader. 
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LIVESTOCK SKILLATHON PRACTICES 
      

 Whether you carry a livestock project or not, Livestock Skillathon is a great way to 

work with other 4-Hõers and learn  information about livestock.  Practices will be held 

in the Dining Hall at the Howard County Fairgrounds.  The 2010 practices will be 

scheduled for every Wednesday evening at 7:00 p.m. beginning on January 6th 

through March 3rd. There is an additional date of Sunday, February 21st from 

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. in the same location. All 4-Hõers who wish to further the 

experience, are invited to compete at the state contest on Saturday, March 6th.  

You are welcome to attend practices even if you do not wish to compete at the state 

contest.  Please register with Maria Gordon at 410-313-1906 or at mgordon@umd.edu 

to ensure your spot in these sessions.  When registering, please provide your name, 

your age, the name of your club, a contact phone number, and a contact email.   

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE MARYLAND STATE  

4-H LIVESTOCK SKILLATHON TEAM 

 
Congratulations to the 2009 Maryland State Livestock Skillathon Team.  This yearõs 

outstanding team placed nationally 3rd overall nationwide!  This is the best our   

Maryland State 4-H team has ever placed during their visit to Louisville, Kentucky.  

The team was made up of four exceptional and hard working individuals including our 

own Howard County  4-Hõer, Hannah Goodmuth.  Hannah also received high placement 

by coming in 6th overall individually and  placed 3rd overall individually in the Hay and 

Wool Evaluation. Great job to the whole team who represented our state with their 

remarkable job and to Hannah for making Howard County proud!  

                          BEEF ID DAY 
 

On Saturday, January 9, 2010, we will tag and weigh all beef and 

dairy steer projects. In December, a letter with detailed 

information will be mailed to all members enrolled in the beef or 

dairy steer project.  If you know of a 4-Hõer who will be carrying 

this project for the 1st time in 2010, please advise them to call the 

office for a packet.  

ATTENTION LIVESTOCK VOLUNTEERS 

 
It will soon be time to begin Livestock Skillathon practices.  We are in need of       

volunteers who are willing to teach our youth livestock information such as feed   

identification, breed identification, equipment identification, etc.  If you have knowl-

edge in one or several areas and would be interested in teaching, please contact  

Sheryl  Bennett at 410-313-1912 or sherylb@umd.edu. 

HOWARD COUNTY 

HORSE BOWL 

WANTS YOU!! 

 
Last year, Howard Countyõs 

horse bowl teams were 

State Champions at the 

Junior, Intermediate, and 

Senior levels. Can Howard 

County equal last yearõs 

success? Thatõs up to you. 

If you want to participate 

in Horse Bowl this year, 

contact Jenna Starr, the 

Junior coach by email 

(jennastarr@hotmail.com) 

or phone (443-878-3833); 

Al Starr, the Intermediate 

coach by email 

(ajjstarr@hotmail.com) or 

phone (410-442-5810);  

Darryll Ann Buschling by 

phone (301-854-2102).  

Intermediate practices will 

most likely be on    

Wednesday evenings, and 

senior practices will most 

likely be on Thursday    

evenings. The day of the 

week for junior practices 

has not been determined. 

Practices began in early 

November.  Itõs still not 

too late, if you are        

interested!! 

mailto:sherylb@umd.edu
mailto:jennastarr@hotmail.com
mailto:ajjstarr@hotmail.com
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SOME EXTCITING NEWS…. 

 ROBOTICS IS COMING TO HOWARD COUNTY 4-H! 
 

That right!!  This exciting and incredibly sought after program will be 

coming to Howard County.  The Robotics Program is ògearedó to 

introduce, enhance, and re-enforce key concepts in science, technology, 

engineering, and mathematics.  Youth will  develop life skills of visual 

reasoning, problem solving, teamwork, cooperation, and    self-discipline as they build 

robotic creations.  There are robotic creations for every age level from 8-18. Youth 

learn to build structurally sound LEGO Robots as well as how to program these robots. 

To make this a successful and strong program, we are in need of volunteers willing to 

be trained.  The training sessions will be held at the GEARS Center in Accident, 

Maryland on February 27th –28th, April 24-25th, and May 15th-16th. There will 

be a grant to assist with the cost for these sessions.  For more 

information or if you wish to be a part of the robotics training 

sessions, please contact Sheryl Bennett at 410-313-1912 or at 

sherylb@umd.edu or Chris Rein at 410-313-1915 or at crein@umd.edu.  

 

COMMUNICATIONS CONTEST WORKSHOP 
 

To prepare for the 2010 Communications Contest, Howard County         

4-H will be hosting a series of workshops conducted by UME             

volunteer Joan Bosmans.  These sessions will be held at our Extension 

office on Saturdays, January 9th and January 16th from      

9:00a.m – 12:00p.m. This is an  excellent opportunity, whether a 4-Hõer carries a 

public speaking project or not,  to receive valuable tips, and advise to enhance public 

speaking abilities and presentation.  These categories for the Communications Contest 

are: Extemporaneous, Prepared,  Radio Spot, and Interpretations.  Champions will have 

the opportunity to move on to the State competition.  Please register with Maria 

Gordon at 410-313-1906 or at mgordon@umd.edu to ensure your spot in these        

sessions.  When registering, please provide your name, your age, the name of your 

club, a contact phone number, and a contact email.  The date and location of the   

Communications Contest will be announced shortly. 

4-H CAMP TEEN LEADERS NEEDED 

 
Planning for the 2010 camp year has begun, so if you are between 13-18 years old, 

think about becoming a Teen Leader. The Howard County 4-H Camp session will be held 

from June 20th-June 26th,at the Western Maryland 4-H Center in Garrett County,    

Maryland.  Applications will be mailed out shortly and are due NO LATER THAN   

January 7th. Applications will also be made available at www. howard.umd.edu.        

Interviews are scheduled for Sunday, February 8th.  Once applications are reviewed, 

interview notifications will be made.  If you are age 13, and are not assigned a Teen 

Leader position, you will still be eligible to attend camp. Camp registration will begin in 

early spring.  For more information, please contact Karen Buchsbaum at  410-313-2710 

or by email at kbuchsba@umd.edu. We look forward to another great year!  

RESULTS FROM 

THE 2009 STATE 

DOG BOWL  

COMPETITION 
  

Congratulations and great 

job to the 4-H members 

and coaches who headed 

the State Dog Bowl    

Competition.  Eight team 

members competed for 

the first time and this 

was the first competition 

experience for all of our 

coaches. Howard County 

did an amazing job and 

here are the placements:  

 

Juniors—2nd Place 

Anna Schuster 

Emily Buckley 

Kitty Strakna 

Bethany Arrington 

Jason Vanisko 

Coach: Mrs. Stakna 

 

Intermediates– 4th Place 

Alexa Kinlock 

Alexandra Miller 

Rebecca Miller 

Annie McGraw 

Maura McGraw 

Coach: Mrs. Buckley 

 

Seniors—2nd Place 

Carolyn McGraw 

Andy Strakna 

Jonathan Schuster 

Coach: Page Pratt 

 

An extra special thank you 

goes out to the Activity 

Leader for the Dog Bowl, 

Mrs. Schuster, who      

organized and scheduled 

this event.   

 

 


