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Howard County 4-H Camp 
Internet Policy for Campers and Parents  
 
1. We view e-mail, IM and social networking sites, like Facebook.com and 
MySpace.com, as positive ways for you to express yourself and keep in touch with your 
friends. As a camper you have the right to exchange e-mails or IMs with other campers 
and invite other campers to be on your “friends” list in any way that you and your parents 
see fit. Please remember that Facebook does not allow those under 13 to register. Their 
policy is below: 
 
“No information from children under age 13. If you are under age 13, please do not 
attempt to register for Facebook or provide any personal information about yourself to 
us. If we learn that we have collected personal information from a child under age 13, we 
will delete that information as quickly as possible. If you believe that we might have any 
information from a child under age 13, please contact us” 
 
2. When it comes to exchanging contact with anyone on our staff, your parents must take 
full responsibility for you to do that. This includes giving or getting an e-mail or IM 
address, cell phone number, or any other Internet contact. We ask that you do not send 
out friend requests to Counselors on social networking sites. (We also tell this to the staff 
during orientation). It’s not that we don’t think your relationships with your counselors 
are important. They are! It’s just that, once they leave camp, we can’t take responsibility 
for what happens between you and them – only your parents can.  
 
3. Regarding e-mails, IMs and comments you might make to other campers on their 
social networking site, we ask you:  

a. To keep what you say positive and respectful of staff and campers alike;  
b. Not to use obscenities, vulgar or sexual language;  
c. Not to say mean or threatening things to or about other campers or staff  
d. Not to post pictures online that would embarrass or violate anyone’s privacy  
e. Not to pose as another camper online or spread false information about anyone 
or say damaging or threatening things to or about anyone;  
f. Not to use a website or blog or e-mail to talk about things that are against camp 
policy, like using drugs or alcohol or bullying or sexual things.  

 



 

Most Internet communication is positive, and that’s great! In the rare case where there 
might be any negative messages to other campers or staff, our policy is to call the parents 
of campers who send those messages and share the content with them.  
 
5. We will use any legal means available, including contacting the police and the FBI, to 
track the source of any offending or threatening Internet communication related to camp.  
 
6. Any camper who violates any of our policies regarding the Internet or other 
communication might have to leave camp, might not be able to come back to camp and 
might even have to answer to the police or other law enforcement authorities.  
 
7. We want you to be safe on the Internet. If you receive a threatening e-mail, IM or 
message on your personal website – one that is mocking, uses vulgar or harassing 
language – here is what you should do:  

a. Do not respond to the message or retaliate, because it might encourage the 
sender or get you into trouble.  
b. Tell your parents about it and have them notify the local police or, if necessary, 
contact your Internet service provider (like yahoo, aol, earthlink, g-mail, etc.) 
e. If you suspect that the sender is from camp, call us immediately. 
f. You or your parents can also contact Pedowatch (www.pedowatch.com) or the 
National Center for Missing and Exploited Children (www.nemec.org). 

 
Camp is meant to be a fun, safe and happy place for all of us. We need your help to keep 
theway people from camp communicate with one another positive and in the spirit of 
camp – a way that makes everyone feel safe. 
 
 
Camper Name:_________________________________________________ 
 
 
Camper Signature_______________________________________________ 
 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature________________________________________  
 
Date____________________ 
 


